82	MICHAEL   FARADAY
spaced through the discourse. "The most prominent
requisite to a lecturer, though perhaps not really the most
important, is a good delivery. ... A lecturer should appear
easy and collected, undaunted and unconcerned, his thoughts
about him and his mind clear and free for the contemplation
and description of his subject. His action should not be
hasty and violent, but slow, easy and natural, consisting
principally in changes of the posture of the body, in order
to avoid the air of stiffness or sameness that would be
otherwise unavoidable. His whole behaviour should evince
respect for his audience, and he should in no case forget
that he is in their presence. No accident that does not
interfere with their convenience should disturb his severity,
or cause variation in his behaviour; he should never, if
possible, turn his back on them, but should give them full
reason to believe that all his powers have been exerted for
their pleasure and instruction/'
He would allow a lecturer to write out his matter, but not
read it. He much disapproves of breaks in the discourse.
"One hour is long enough for anyone." "A lecturer falls
deeply beneath the dignity of his character when he descends
to angle for claps." "I have causelessly heard him condemn
his own powers. I have heard him dwell for a length of
time on the extreme care and niceness that the experiment
he will make requires, I have heard him hope for indul-
gence when no indulgence was wanted, and I have even
heard him declare that the experiment now made cannot
fail from its beauty, its correctness, and its application, to
gain the approbation of all."
Earlier in this letter Faraday has written, "As when on
some secluded branch in forest far and wide sits perched
an owl, who, full of self-conceit and self-created wisdom,
explains, comments, condemns, ordains and orders things
not understood, yet full of his importance still holds forth
to stocks and stones around—so sits and scribbles Mike."
Faraday's critique of lecturing was the most remarkable
of his early achievements.
Davy had recently been knighted, retired from the Royal
Institution and married. He proposed to make a grand

